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NESCO 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: AORG, BBAK, EIND, UNESCO, NL, UN 
SUBJECT: UNESCO: MOTION PICTURE COPYRIGHTS IN 
CONNECTION WITH CABLE TV RETRANSMISSION 

1 . MR. S. FREDERICK GRONICH, PARIS REPRESENTATIVE OF 
THE MOTION PICTURE EXPORT ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA, 
CALLED AT PERMDEL FEBRUARY 24 TO DISCUSS CURRENT 
THREAT TO COPYRIGHT REVENUES FOR FILMS RETRANSMITTED 
ON CABLE TV IN CERTAIN COUNTRIES. 

2. HE PRESENTED DETAILED EXPLANATION OF TECHNICAL AND 
AND LEGAL ASPECTS OF THE PROBLEM WHICH IN SUMMARY ARE: 
A) AGENCIES CONTROLLING TELEVISION NETWORKS, AND IN 
EUROPE THESE ARE MOSTLY GOVERNMENT MINISTRIES, HAVE 
TECHNICAL CAPACITY TO PICK UP TV SIGNALS FROM NEIGHBOR 
ING COUNTRIES AND RETRANSMIT THEM BY CABLE WITHIN THEIR 
OWN TERRITORIES; B) THERE ARE GREAT PRESSURES FOR TV 
AUTHORITIES TO PICK UP MOVIE TRANSMISSIONS AND 
RETRANSMIT THEM DOMESTICALLY WITHOUT PAYMENT OF 
ROYALTIES; AND C) THE EQUIPMENT MANUFACTURERS ARE ONE 
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SOURCE OF SUCH PRESSURE, SINCE THE LOWER THE COST OF 
PROGRAMMING, THE MORE EQUIPMENT WILL BE SOLD. 

3. GRONICH SAID THAT PHILIPS OF EINDHOVEN HAS BEEN 
ACTIVELY ENCOURAGING THE GOVERNMENT OF AUSTRIA TO 
ADOPT LEGISLATION THAT WOULD COMPEL MOTION PICTURE 
DISTRIBUTORS TO PERMIT THE GOA TO RETRANSMIT THEIR 
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PRODUCT "UNDER TERMS AND CONDITIONS TO BE DETERMINED 
LATER." GOA WAS PREPARED TO ADOPT SUCH LEGISLATION THIS 
MONTH. BUT HAVE DELAYED ACTION UNTIL MARCH 15 AT REQUEST 
OF MPEA AND OTHER INTERESTED PARTIES. 

4. MPEA HAS BEEN WORKING THROUGH UNESCO TO GET AN 
INTERNATIONAL SOLUTION TO THIS PROBLEM, AND WISHES TO 
CONTINUE WORKING THROUGH UNESCO, WHICH JOINTLY WITH 
WIPO WILL HOLD A MEETING OF THE SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL COPYRIGHT COMMITTEE AND THE 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE BERNE UNION ON CABLE 
TELEVISION IN GENEVA NEXT JULY. (PROJECT NO. LA/006 - 
6.121.4). 

5. GRONICH SAYS THAT MPEA AND OTHER INTERESTED PARTIES 
ARE MAKING MULTIPLE APPROACHES TO THE AUSTRIANS ASKING 
THEM NOT TO ENACT LEGISLATION ON THIS MATTER UNTIL 
AFTER THE UNESCO/WIPO MEETING. HIS AGENCY WILL 
APPROACH THE DEPARTMENT NEXT WEEK AND WILL ASK THAT U.S. 
PERMDEL APPROACH THE AUSTRIAN PERMDEL TO UNESCO WITH A 
SIMILAR REQUEST. GRONICH MADE IT CLEAR THAT HIS GROUP 
DOES NOT WANT US TO ENTER INTO THE TECHNICAL AND LEGAL 
ISSUES BUT MERELY TO ASK GOA TO DELAY ITS ACTION UNTIL 
AFTER THE UNESCO/WIPO MEETING. 

6. DELOFF AGREED TO ALERT DEPARTMENT THROUGH OUR OWN 
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CHANNELS, BUT EXPLAINED THAT IN MAKING THIS KIND OF AN 
APPROACH TO THE REPS OF ANOTHER GOVERNMENT, WE WOULD 
HAVE TO BE INSTRUCTED BY THE DEPARTMENT. HE UNDER 
STOOD THAT, AND SAID HE WOULD BE IN TOUCH WITH HIS 
WASHINGTON COLLEAGUES OVER THE WEEKEND. 

TORRES 
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NESCO 

EO 11652: N/A 

TAGS: AORG BBAK EIND UNESCO NL UN 
SUBJECT: UNESCO: MOTION PICTURE COPYRIGHTS IN 
CONNECTION WITH CABLE TV RETRANSMISSION 

1 . MR S. FREDERICK GRONICH, PARIS REPRESENTATIVE OF 
THE MOTION PICTURE EXPORT ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA. 

CALLED AT PERMDEL FEBRUARY 24 TO DISCUSS CURRENT 
THREAT TO COPYRIGHT REVENUES FOR FILMS RETRANSMITTED 
ON CABLE TV IN CERTAIN COUNTRIES. 

2. HE PRESENTED DETAILED EXPLANATION OF TECHNICAL AND 
AND LEGAL ASPECTS OF THE PROBLEM WHICH IN SUMMARY ARE: 

A) AGENCIES CONTROLLING TELEVISION NETWORKS, AND IN 
EUROPE THESE ARE MOSTLY GOVERNMENT MINISTRIES. HAVE 
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TECHNICAL CAPACITY TO PICK UP TV SIGNALS FROM NEIGHBOR 
ING COUNTRIES AND RETRANSMIT THEM BY CABLE WITHIN THEIR 
OWN TERRITORIES; B) THERE ARE GREAT PRESSURES FOR TV 
AUTHORITIES TO PICK UP MOVIE TRANSMISSIONS AND 
RETRANSMIT THEM DOMESTICALLY WITHOUT PAYMENT OF 
ROYALTIES; AND C) THE EQUIPMENT MANUFACTURERS ARE ONE 
SOURCE OF SUCH PRESSURE. SINCE THE LOWER THE COST OF 
PROGRAMMING, THE MORE EQUIPMENT WILL BE SOLD. 

3. GRONICH SAID THAT PHILIPS OF EINDHOVEN HAS BEEN 
ACTIVELY ENCOURAGING THE GOVERNMENT OF AUSTRIA TO 
ADOPT LEGISLATION THAT WOULD COMPEL MOTION PICTURE 
DISTRIBUTORS TO PERMIT THE GOA TO RETRANSMIT THEIR 
PRODUCT "UNDER TERMS AND CONDITIONS TO BE DETERMINED 
LATER." GOA WAS PREPARED TO ADOPT SUCH LEGISLATION THIS 
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MONTH, BUT HAVE DELAYED ACTION UNTIL MARCH 15 AT REQUEST 
OF MPEA AND OTHER INTERESTED PARTIES. 

4. MPEA HAS BEEN WORKING THROUGH UNESCO TO GET AN 
INTERNATIONAL SOLUTION TO THIS PROBLEM, AND WISHES TO 
CONTINUE WORKING THROUGH UNESCO, WHICH JOINTLY WITH 
WIPO WILL HOLD A MEETING OF THE SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL COPYRIGHT COMMITTEE AND THE 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE BERNE UNION ON CABLE 
TELEVISION IN GENEVA NEXT JULY. (PROJECT NO. LA/006 - 
6.121.4). 

5. GRONICH SAYS THAT MPEA AND OTHER INTERESTED PARTIES 
ARE MAKING MULTIPLE APPROACHES TO THE AUSTRIANS ASKING 
THEM NOT TO ENACT LEGISLATION ON THIS MATTER UNTIL 
AFTER THE UNESCO/WIPO MEETING. HIS AGENCY WILL 
APPROACH THE DEPARTMENT NEXT WEEK AND WILL ASK THAT US 
PERMDEL APPROACH THE AUSTRIAN PERMDEL TO UNESCO WITH A 
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SIMILAR REQUEST. GRONICH MADE IT CLEAR THAT HIS GROUP 
DOES NOT WANT US TO ENTER INTO THE TECHNICAL AND LEGAL 
ISSUES BUT MERELY TO ASK GOA TO DELAY ITS ACTION UNTIL 
AFTER THE UNESCO/WIPO MEETING. 

6. DELOFF AGREED TO ALERT DEPARTMENT THROUGH OUR OWN 
CHANNELS, BUT EXPLAINED THAT IN MAKING THIS KIND OF AN 
APPROACH TO THE REPS OF ANOTHER GOVERNMENT, WE WOULD 
HAVE TO BE INSTRUCTED BY THE DEPARTMENT. HE UNDER- 
STOOD THAT, AND SAID HE WOULD BE IN TOUCH WITH HIS 
WASHINGTON COLLEAGUES OVER THE WEEKEND. TORRES 
UNQUOTE 
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